HELENA CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 22, 2016
6:00P.M.

The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, February 22, 2016 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00PM, regular place and time for holding said meetings.  
1. Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.  

       2.    Leslie   Bartlett   led prayer.

3.  Mike Jones led the pledge of allegiance.

4. Council Roll Call 
Present: Mayor Mark Hall, Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, and Mike Jones 
Absent: Hal Woodman
Visitors: George Pickle, Pete Folmar, John Wilder, Dan Dearing and others (see attached list).  

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum and the meeting open for business.  

5.  Minutes approved/corrected from prior meeting(s) 
Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the pre-council and council minutes from the February 8, 2016 meeting with a second from Mike Jones.  The following votes were cast: 

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey and Mike Jones
NAY: None 

Motion carried.  

6.  Bills 
There were no bills for the council to approve at this meeting due to the AP clerk out until next week.  

7.  Report from Mayor Hall-Paving finally over and if they get any complaints about the road being dark the final lines and reflectors are not on there yet.  We have a new box for the lights and new yield lights.  New street lights at the corner.  All is going well right now.  We might request some more equipment due to them being worn out from cutting the large right of ways in the city.  Patrick Kennedy dropped by and stated that he is running for Circuit Judge Position 4.  I am hoping to take Judge Reeves position.  Thank you for your support and time.  






8. [bookmark: _GoBack] Ordinance #837-16 Establishing the Monthly Salary of the Mayor & Council Members for Term 2016-2020.  
Cris Nelson stated that the council must pass an ordinance establishing the salary for the Mayor and Council Members for the 2016-2020 term.  This must be done at least 6 months prior to the next election.   We have been working on this for a while and we did not like the wording in some areas such as the COLA raises and other incentives. The council pay has been the same for the last 8 years and is very low in comparison to other municipalities of our size.  The pay should really increase to compensate the council members for all of the time that is put in but is necessary for us not to get raises so the rest of the department heads and employees can benefit from this.  
Leigh Hulsey stated that she is in agreement with Cris Nelson and it is a service but $300.00 is not enough for what we do but we need to leave it where it is.  She is appreciative that all the council could come together and come to an agreement that works for all the council.  Mike Jones appreciates all working together and this is a service and it is my personal opinion and I conceded to keep it the same so that someone who is qualified would want to run.  There were certain areas that I did not agree with and we all came to agreement on that.  COLA raises should not be given due to the fact that we as a council vote on those for the employees.  The ordinance has never been applied to us as it was written.  
One thing about this issue as a whole is that we do not always agree and that is a good thing.  It gives us an opportunity to work together and vet things out.  Very proud of our team.  Leslie Bartlett said that this is thinking towards the future and this was quite interesting and for us to all come to an agreement and that is great.  There being no further discussion Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve ordinance 837-16 with a second from Mike Jones.  The following votes were cast using a roll call vote:
AYE:  Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  
9. Resolution Approval of the Strategic Plan for 2016-2020 
This goes along with the comprehensive plan and we were working on this with Katherine Ennis.  Mayor Hall said this is something that had to be addressed and Katherine Ennis did a great job along with the planning and zoning and council who came out to help.  We appreciate it and there was a city wide survey for feedback and we are working on improving these things.  There being no further discussion Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve resolution 022016 with a second from Leigh Hulsey.  The following votes were cast: 

AYE:  Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  

10.    Council Comments
Mike Jones- Continued work on the street lights and thanks again Chief Folmar and the Police Department we appreciate it

Leslie Bartlett-Not much 

 Hal Woodman- Absent 

Leigh Hulsey –If you do not have anything going on after the meeting, the Harlem Wizards lay the Helena bandits.  Come out and watch me and others play for a good cause. 

Cris Nelson- Thanking all for hard work.  The Helena Teen Council went to the civil rights museum.  Thanks Chief Folmar for the use of the bus and the driver.  Prayers for Hal Woodman as he is in the hospital with an infection.    
There being no further business to discuss the date and time for the next meeting was announced and Cris Nelson entertained a motion.  Leslie Bartlett made a motion to adjourn with a second from Mike Jones.   The meeting was adjourned at 6:25P.M. 
The meeting was attended and minutes taken by Kym Rollan.  

ATTEST: 							SIGNED 

Amanda C. Traywick 						Cris Nelson 
City Clerk 							Council President  


