MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 13, 2014
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, January 13, 2013 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. 
Leigh Hulsey led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:


Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, John Wilder, Jason Powers, Dan Dearing and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Harold Woodman made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from December 16, 2013 with a second by Leigh Hulsey.

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: Insurance increase of around 1400.00 due to Affordable Care Act 2014, we will need amend the budget to reflect this increase; We will start looking at options in May before renewal in July dealing with Health Insurance; Street Department has found a uniform company that will provide clean uniforms each week for their employees at 10.00/week, and they are willing to do away with their uniform expense for this; Utilities has had 2 water main breaks; Will be meeting with ADEM regarding EPA in the next couple of months and will advise afterwards.
Jason Powers spoke concerning Parks and Recreation and advised Helena hosted a 2013 Holiday Basketball tournament featuring 15 teams in which funds were raised and with those funds he purchased needed office equipment and a portable PA system for the Park and Recreation Department.  
8. Approve/Deny-Expense to Repaint Caboose and Replace Decals
Mike Jones made a motion to approve expense 8400.00 for Home Handyman to repaint the Caboose and expense 1520.00 for Alterations by George to replace decals the Caboose with a second by Leigh Hulsey. 
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AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
9. Approve/Deny-Sidewalk repair project-Old Town 
Harold Woodman made a motion to approve sidewalk repair expense not to exceed $8,000.00 with a second by Mike Jones. 
AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
10. 
Approve/Deny-Resolution 01132014 Severe Weather Preparedness Tax Holiday 2/21-2/23
Mike Jones made a motion to approve Ordinance/Resolution 01132014 Severe Weather Preparedness Tax Holiday February 21-23, 2014 with a second by Leslie Bartlett.

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
11. 
Recognition-Youth Teams
Item tabled until next meeting. 

12. 
 
Council Comments
Harold Woodman: Last month, Kym reported that Helena saw a 205% increase in Building permits; Congrats to Hardwick Gregg who won the 60-64 Masters USA cyclocross national champion; Helena Historic Preservation committee has set April 26th as the Celebration for the 150th naming of Helena; Art Council is selling a new Helena Art Calendar; Helena Art Council will start a small scale Hearts over Helena fundraiser; HMS Wrestler in place 1st, 2nd & 3rd at Buc Invitational; Jordan Narkates made the Southern ACDA Honors Choir; Pelham Pantheretts placed 1st in state for kick and 3rd for jazz at the UDA State competition on Saturday.

Leslie Bartlett: Beautification Board will be meeting this Saturday at Helena Library between 8am-noon, all are welcome to come out and help. 
Mike Jones: Thanks to the Building Inspections Department for all their hard work, building permits are up. Also, thanks to all the Fire/Police Departments during the holiday season and going above and beyond.   
Leigh Hulsey: Ground breaking ceremony for the new football field was delayed due to weather and looking at dates for the end of February to have this. 
Cris Nelson:  Advised that the council only had one meeting due to Holiday next week and will convene regularly starting February 3. 
12. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Mike Jones at 6:22 P.M.

ATTEST:




SIGNED:

Amanda C. Traywick


Cris Nelson 

City Clerk



Council President

