MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 2, 2015
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, March 2, 2015 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
Pastor Kirksey led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:


Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, John Wilder, Dan Dearing, Jason Powers, and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Mike Jones made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from February 16, 2015 with a second by Leslie Bartlett.

AYE: 

Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:

None

ABSTAIN:
Leigh Hulsey

Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following:  City is prepared for inclement weather once again this week; Went over calls for service for both police and fire departments; Relay for Life will hold an annual fundraiser at Helena High School football field on April 24th. Jason Powers (park/rec) advised that opening day for baseball/softball will be Saturday March 7 at 9am. 
8. Approve/Deny- Amendment to Ordinances 672-05a 

Harold Woodman went over the amendments to Ordinance 672-05a which is as follows: 
Residential Permit Fees

Brick Veneer/Wood Frame/Concrete Block (Finished Areas)



$6.50 per thousand dollars of total valuation, total valuation to be determined by multiplying

$80.00/Sq. Ft. times the total finished space within the structure

Carport(s)/Garage(s)/Basement/Porches and Decks (Part of and attached to Main Structure)

$6.50 per thousand dollars of total valuation, total valuation to be determined by multiplying

$15.00/Sq. Ft. times the total square footage within the structure
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SECTION 6:
 Failure to Obtain Permit

If any work has commenced by any person, firm, corporation or other entity subject to the provisions of this Ordinance before obtaining the necessary permit, the fees set forth in this Ordinance shall be doubled. The payment of such double permit fees shall not relieve said person, firm, corporation or other entity from fully complying with the requirements of this Ordinance, nor shall it exempt said person, firm, corporation or other entity from any other penalties of this Ordinance as hereinafter prescribed.  Each additional failure will result in the addition of $100.00 to the overall cost of the permit.

Harold Woodman made a motion to approve Ordinance 672-05 as amendments with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

9. Approve/Deny- Amendment to Ordinances 597
Harold Woodman went over the amendments to Ordinances 597 which will be raising the $25.00 permit fee to $100.00. 

Mike Jones made a motion to approve Ordinance 597 amendments with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

10. Approve/Deny-Fencing Project for Helena Middle School Field

Mike Jones advised HMS would like funding assistance for the installment of a fence going around the athletic field to prevent future damage/criminal mischief to the field by motor vehicles.
Mike Jones made a motion to authorize Mayor Hall to engage in contract up to $15,000.00 using the 1 cent sales tax education fund for the installation of a fence around the Helena Middle School Field with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

11. Approve/Deny-Fencing Project at Joe Tucker Park

Mayor Hall advised it’s a safety issue behind the little Joe field and would like a fence to be put up to help separate the area between the parking lot.
Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve $2700.00 for the fencing project at Joe Tucker Park with a second by Mike Jones. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
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12. 
Recognition- Eagle Scout Jacob Rozycki
Eagle Scout Jacob Rozycki was recognized for his Eagle Scout Project that helped Two by Two Animal Rescue Shelter. He replaced the old fencing with new, installed a light so volunteers could see at night, added electricity throughout the shelter, added storage for supplies and built a covered walkway. 
13. 
Council Comments 
Harold Woodman: Congratulations again to Eagle Scout Jacob Rozycki; Martina Jones daughter who was crowned 2015 Reigning Miss Alabama Pre-Teen HMS Destination Imagination Team Curiosities for placing 4th in today's competition and advancing to the state competition in April"; Grant Beard of Helena High School for winning ACT’s College Readiness benchmarks HHS Lady Huskies Softball team won their first game HHS varsity boys soccer team claimed their first area win against Jemison tonight 5-1

Leslie Bartlett: Thanks to Jacob Rozycki.
Mike Jones: Great job to Jacob Rozycki.
Leigh Hulsey: Great job to Jacob Rozycki; Opening day for Baseball/Softball will be March 7th at 9am, will have a bouncy house and a fastest pitch contest; Easter Egg hunt will be March 28th at Helena Amphitheater. 
Cris Nelson: Great job to Jacob Rozycki; HPBA monthly meeting will be at Frankie’s at 8am with Mayor Hall presenting the State of City; Thanks to HES for allowing me to read to the 1st graders today for the annual Read across America. 
14. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Leslie Bartlett at 6:24 P.M.
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