MINUTES – Helena City Council
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
The Council of the City of Helena met in a special called meeting on Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 11:30 A.M. in the Council Chambers of the Helena Municipal Building, regular meeting place for holding said meetings.


Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 11:36 A.M.

Roll Call-
Members Present:  Mayor Mark R. Hall, Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones,
		    Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
  
Members Absent:   N/A

Visitors:            Dave Smith (Meridian Graphics Publishing), Jack Gray and others (list	
             attached)


Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and the meeting open for business.

1) Resolution 03122013- Acceptance of Newsletter Bid

Council President Cris Nelson stated that two bids were received for publication of the Helena City Newsletter.  It was noted that ample time had passed for members to review said bids.  Members were asked to announce their selection in roll call fashion so as to cite their choice individually.  The votes were cast as follows:
	Harold Woodman – Meridian
	Leslie Bartlett – Meridian
	Mike Jones –Meridian
	Leigh Hulsey – Meridian
	Cris Nelson – Meridian

All votes were cast in favor of the proposal from Meridian Graphics Publishing to publish a 32-page “capped” city newsletter.  

Mike Jones made a motion to adopt a resolution allowing Mayor Mark Hall to execute an agreement with Meridian Graphics Publishing based on the terms of the bid to publish the Helena City Newsletter with a second by Leslie Bartlett.

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett, and Harold Woodman
NAY: None
Motion carried.

2) Authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement/application with the Alabama Communities of Excellence

Mayor Hall advised that applying to become a member of Alabama Communities of Excellence would be no cost to the city.  Possible benefits include economic development and other incentives to better the City of Helena.  A volunteer is required to make application on behalf of the city.  Former council member and Helena resident, Katherine Ennis, volunteered to start the process and monitor the application details.

Leigh Hulsey made a motion to allow Mayor Mark Hall to execute an application with Alabama Communities of Excellence on behalf of the City of Helena with a second by Leslie Bartlett.

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett, and Harold Woodman
NAY: None
Motion carried.


3) Discussion to authorize the Mayor to renew/execute agreement with IT support for the City of Helena facilities

Mayor Hall advised that proposals received for IT support to the City of Helena were all within one thousand dollars of the renegotiated total agreed upon by existing IT contractor U.S. Teks.  The renegotiated cost is a reduction of approximately ten thousand dollars less than the City is currently paying.  All services provided will remain the same.  There is no existing support that will be canceled due to the cost savings.   Due to the competitive price offered and accompanied by the fact that U.S. Teks is familiar with existing hardware, software, and general operations of City departments and work stations Mayor Hall recommended that U.S. Teks continue as IT support provider.  Other factors include the close proximity of the company and individual personnel to city facilities.  Mike Jones inquired if the Utilities Board was included in the total support package.  Mayor Hall clarified that quote is for both the City as well as the Utilities Board.  A discussion followed regarding how to list IT support expenses on future budgets to show the exact amount charged to the City of Helena General Fund.

Harold Woodman made a motion to allow Mayor Mark Hall to renew the IT support contract with U.S. Teks with a second by Mike Jones.

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett, and Harold Woodman
NAY: None
Motion carried.



There being no further business, Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn with a second by Leslie Bartlett.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:48 A.M.

						




