MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 17, 2014
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, March 17, 2014 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
Cris Nelson led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, and Harold Woodman 

Absent:

Leigh Hulsey
Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, Michael Johnson, John Wilder, Jason Powers, Dan Dearing and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Mike Jones made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from March 3, 2014 with a second by Harold Woodman.

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None
ABSTAIN: Leslie Bartlett

Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: Had a big opening Baseball Day at the Helena Sports Complex on Saturday with around 5,000 people; Engineer Blair Perry is working on crosswalk destinations for sidewalk from Helena High School and Old Cahaba and will be asking the board of education to cover cost; Also, looking at possibility of a sidewalk from the back of HHS on 91 to Fieldstone, the cost would be around $65-80,000.00 since we already own the right of ways; Library Board has come up with a long term plan and would like to designate land for a future site of an Library/Arts Center overlooking Helena High School, they will approach council at a later time with future plan.
8. 
Mayor Hall-Presentation from Blackboard Connect for Delivery of Emergency Information to the Public.
Mayor Hall informed the council that he has received quotes from Blackboard Connect and presented them (see quote attached). Blackboard would be able to provide citizens with alerts of any kind with no limitation of any problems that occur within the city. Included in the 3 month price it would be FREE to the citizens of Helena and each household could use up to 4 ways of communication. Would like the council to consider a 3 month trial for $4094.00 and then evaluate before next budget fiscal year. 
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Mike Jones made a motion to approve Blackboard Connect in the amount of $4494.68 for the remainder of the current budget year with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
9. 
Mayor Hall-Proclamation- National Safe Place Week- March 16-22
Leslie Bartlett made a motion to proclaim March 16-22 as National Safe Place Week with a second by Mike Jones. 
AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
10. 
Councilman Mike Jones-Street Light Project-Highway 52, Hillsboro Parkway, Highway 261 & HHS 
Mike Jones advised he is waiting on Alabama Power to provide further information needed before he is able to present this. 
11. 
Approve/Deny Donation to American Red Cross
Mike Jones made a motion to approve a 1000.00 donation to American Red Cross with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 
AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, and Leslie Bartlett
NAY:
Harold Woodman
Motion carried.
12. 
 Approve/Deny Gina Long dba The Market-Seasonal Business Use-Lot across from Papa Saias
Gina Long was present to address any questions the Mayor/Council would have. See attached letter. She stated she would like to use the parking lot to set up a seasonal business and sell different plants etc. 
George Pickle advised that the previous administration had stated that lot could be used as a temporary structure but it was never occupied. 

After much discussion it was determined that she would need to go to Board of Adjustments. 

13. 
Proclamation 03172014- Proclaiming March 16-22, 2014 as National Safe place Week in Helena
Item addressed on item number 9
14. 
Consideration of Mass Notification System
Item addressed on item number 8
15. 
Harold Woodman made a motion for immediate consideration to add to the agenda the replacement of a flail cutter with a second by Mike Jones.  

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
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Mike Jones made a motion to approve replacement of a flail cutter in the amount of $6135.35 using roadway funds (7 cents/4 cents) with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
16. 
 
Council Comments
Harold Woodman: Wonderful event this past Saturday for Opening Baseball Season.
Leslie Bartlett: Beautification Board had a great time this past Saturday and was able to clean up and plant roses and rosemary along Old Town and the next date is scheduled for April 12th. 
Mike Jones: Thanked the Beautification Board on such a great job they are doing. 
17. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leslie Bartlett made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Mike Jones at 6:42 P.M.
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