MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 7, 2014
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, April 7, 2014 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
Leslie Bartlett led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:


Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, Brandon Harrelson, John Wilder, Jason Powers, Dan Dearing and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from March 17, 2014 with a second by Harold Woodman.

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None
ABSTAIN: Leigh Hulsey
Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Mike Jones made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: Emergency road/bridge situation due to flooding this am at Quail Ridge due to weather, with this being the only entrance/exit for the subdivision a resolution was added to agenda to declare a state of emergency dealing with the road/bridge repair; Thanks to Sgt. Johnson and his wife Jennifer for lighting up city hall for Autism Awareness; Thanks to all Volunteers for Volunteer Month and for coming to this meeting for recognition; Advised all that the Utility Board will be having an open meeting for all to come too dealing with unfunded mandates, and will cost several million in the near future.  
8. 
Approve/Deny Purchase of New Police Cars 
Mike Jones presented several options for the council to consider and after reading over options the following motion was made. (Attached in minutes)
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Mike Jones made a motion to approve the purchase of eight (8) new police issued Chevrolet Tahoe’s at thirty seven thousand each and to purchase up to eight (8) used Chevrolet Tahoe’s no to exceed ten thousand a piece from Hoover Police Department with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
9. 
Approve/Deny Resolution 04072014- Installation of 46 Street Lights by Alabama Power 
Tom Lefebvre asked why the street lights were needed. Mike Jones explained that it is a safety concern throughout the city limits. 
Mike Jones made a motion to approve Resolution 04072014-Installation of 46 street lights by Alabama Power with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 
AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
10. 
Proclamation-April-National Volunteer Month 
11. 
Proclamation- April Autism Awareness Month
12. 
 Candidate Matt Fridy- House of Representative Candidate District 73
Matt Fridy addressed the Mayor, and Council and meeting attendees. 
13. 
 Candidate John Bahakel- House of Representative Candidate District 43
John Bahakel addressed the Mayor, and Council and meeting attendees. 
14. 
Bobby Bynum-Appeal of Planning and Zoning Commission Decision-Request Special Permit to Operate under the M2 located at 5657 Helena Road 
Bobby Bynum was present to answer any questions/comments from Mayor or Council. 
Mr. Bynum explained that he was denied by planning and zoning and wanted to appeal to the city council. He would like to sell seasonal items such as plants/produce and anything related to this at his location. 

George Pickle advised currently it is not zoned for this and would need a permanent structure before being considered to be for permitted use at this location. 

Mr.Bynum said it’s a lease lot and he has leased it for 4 years and when it was leased at that time it was not for retail use. 

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve request with no second. 
Motion died. 

15. 
Harold Woodman made a motion for immediate consideration to add to the agenda Resolution 04072014a declaring an emergency and authorizing Mayor Hall to execute emergency public works contract for repairs to Quail Ridge Road with a second by Leigh Hulsey.  
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AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
Mike Jones made a motion to approve Resolution 04072014a declaring emergency and authorizing Mayor Hall to execute an emergency public works contract for repairs to Quail Ridge Road with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.
16. 
 
Council Comments
Harold Woodman: Everyone did a great job today dealing with the weather issues and special thanks to all of the employees. 
Leslie Bartlett: Beautification Board will be working on the Hanging Baskets on Saturday and should be hung in areas this weekend. 
Mike Jones: Echoed what Harold Woodman said and thanks to all the council for working through and finding a solution to purchase the police vehicle units. 
Leigh Hulsey: Echoed all that was mentioned and the park and recreation department will be adding a Adult tennis in early May. Opening Day Ceremony at the Sports Complex for Baseball was a huge and thanks to all the volunteers. 
Cris Nelson: Echoed all the above and painting has begun on the Caboose in old town. Easter Egg hunt this weekend a location to be determined due to weather related issues at Buck Creek. 

17. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Mike Jones at 6:57 P.M.
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