MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 20, 2015
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, April 20, 2015 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
Leslie Bartlett led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:

Leigh Hulsey
Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, John Wilder, Dan Dearing, Jason Powers, and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Mike Jones made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from April 6, 2015 with a second by Harold Woodman.

AYE: 

Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:

None
Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Mike Jones. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: CSX meeting went well, they advised they are working on solutions, setting a speed limit for trains and intend on better engagement with the city; New red light should be in within the next 2-3 weeks at Hillsboro and 52W; Helena Middle School fence has been completed around the practice field, Principal Scott Knight sent a thank you note; HHS baseball field 250K project should be complete by Friday; Founders Day was a huge success. 
8. Buck Creek Festival- Scholarship Fund Award 
Cris Nelson advised she was happy to be able to allocate funding for the seniors of Helena this year for a total of $1000.00 to present to graduating seniors. Four seniors will each receive $250.00 to go towards college: Kylie Woodman, Madison Crain, Anna Wilson and Ashley Traylor. 

9. Buck Creek Festival- Art Contest Award

Cris Nelson advised out of the 12 submissions Laura Joseph was the winner for the Art Contest Award. 
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10. Sonya King- Two by Two Rescue-Proposed Dog Park/Kennel 
Sonya King was present and spoke concerning her proposed dog park/kennel to the audience and council. (Handouts attached to minutes). She advised it would be an indoor adoption center and since a lot of concerns had been on location at Joe Tucker Park, the Mayor was able to find a possible better placement at 95/52E. Mayor Hall advised that he would still need to speak with City Attorney Butch Ellis concerning liabilities, long term lease and answer a few other legal questions. 

Mike Jones asked about what kind of budget Sonya King was looking at and she advised they were looking at around $500,000.00 for park/building, but would have to make sure of location and if the location would need land preparation first. Mrs. King advised she has a lot of the items needed donated currently and doesn’t see that changing, and could see about $100,000.00 a year in cost for running the facilities. 

Comments from the audience were thankful for the location change and thought the other location would be a better due to noise and further away from homes. 
Agenda item will come back for further public input once legal questions are answered and location is finalized. 
16. 
Council Comments 
Harold Woodman: Thanks for all that come out and helped with Founders Day; HHS 9th grade baseball metro champs; HHS varsity advances to 2nd round of playoffs. 
Leslie Bartlett: Congratulations to Harold Woodman and all of Founders Day Committee on a huge event. 

Mike Jones: Thanks to Sonya King and all the supports volunteers for coming out concerning dog park/kennel. 

Cris Nelson: Thanks to Harold Woodman and the Founders Day Committee; Thanks for all the submissions and winners on scholarships; Helena Teen Council will be going to Montgomery for a tour of the Capital and meet and greet with Cam Ward. 
17. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Mike Jones made a motion to adjourn meeting at 6:42 P.M with a second by Leslie Bartlett. 
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