MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 19, 2014
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, May 19, 2014 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
Leslie Bartlett led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:


Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, John Wilder, Jason Powers, Dan Dearing and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from April 21, 2014 with a second by Harold Woodman.

AYE: 
Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

NAY:
None
Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Mike Jones. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: Quail Ridge 200K bridge replacement is progressing, should be ready in approximately 3 weeks; Police Department received a grant from Homeland Security for $21,300.00 in which body cams and Microsoft Tablets can be purchased; City did receive a check for approximately $20,000.00 to help cover some of the damage at Buck Creek and Sports Complex to help cover equipment, transformer, and other items that received damage during flood. 
8. 
Chief Jones-1115 Dearing Downs Drive- Burnt House
Chief Jones advised the house located at above address burnt down in February and is currently receiving complaints of being an eyesore, weeds overgrown, and a safety hazard. Chief Jones is asking authorization from Council to start condemnation/demolish procedures. 
Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the request to send letters to both homeowners/insurance to start the demolish process or a plan that can be approved within 30 days with a second by Leigh Hulsey. 
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AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

9. 
City Donations to HES, HMS, HIS and HHS
Mayor Hall presented the four schools with a donation of $10,000.00 each from the 1 cent sales tax fund. 
10. 
 Samuel Kent-Poet Laureate of Helena 2014
Harold Woodman presented Samuel Kent a certificate for the Poet Laureate of Helena 2014. 

11. 
Beatification Board Appointments
Leslie Bartlett advised Kim McCoy was no longer living in the City and would need to be replaced as stated below. 

Harold Woodman made a motion to remove member Kim McCoy and replace the position with Patrick Wright with a second by Mike Jones. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

12. 
Resolution 05192014- Future Library Expansion
Brian Peters presented Resolution 05192014 (attached to minutes) dedicating a portion of land to for said expansion. 

Mike Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 05192014 with a second by Leigh Hulsey. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

13. 
Tim Robinson-Liquor License Application-The Coal Yard
Tim Robinson was present to answer any questions the Mayor/Council had. 
Mike Jones made a motion to approve Liquor License Application for The Coal Yard with a second by Harold Woodman. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

14. 
Devin Murray-Old Town resident-Noise Ordinance 
Devin Murray was present and addressed the Mayor/Council. Mr. Murray advised of his continuous problems with Papa Saia’s having amplified music at night as stated in emails that has been sent to all council members (attached to minutes). 

Clay Valentine-singer- spoke and advised that that without the amplified sound you can not hear any of the singers, he has been there and turned it down to below 90 decimals. He sees no reason to change noise ordinance. 
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Henry Neff- Old Town Resident-spoke and advised he would like to see the noise ordinance changed to 8pm on weekdays and 10pm on weekends. 
Julie Jackson-Helena Resident- spoke and advised she does go up to Papa Saia’s on Thursday nights just to hear Kelly Nagy perform and would like to see the music continue. She advised that when she has attended that it was pro family and not loud like stated above. 

Kelly Nagy-singer-spoke and advised music is normally over by 10pm as required by noise ordinance and he does try to keep it low when he is performing. 

Tammy Castel-Owner of Papa Saia’s- advised she has looked at adding egg crates to help absorb the noise and has purchased a decimal reader to try to know when music is too loud and to help with all regards to this situation. 

Cris Nelson asked for a show of hands that is from the Old Town area and three people raised their hands. 
Mayor Hall advised that after hearing from all that the city should revisit the ordinance as written, place this item on a future agenda, purchase a decimal reader, and see what all is learned by the 2nd meeting in June (June 16th). 

15. 
Alan Thomas-Papa Saia’s April Incident- (Alan Thomas couldn’t be at meeting) Replaced this item on agenda with Helena Fire Explorers 
Helena Fire Explorers were present for acknowledgement of achievement in the last two competitions that took place in Georgia and Trussville over the past couple of months. 

16. 
 
Council Comments
Harold Woodman: Good Luck to Amanda Ford for representing Ms. Alabama in the upcoming pageant. 
Leslie Bartlett: Congratulations to the Helena Police Department on receiving the grant mentioned in meeting, and to the Helena Fire Explorers. 
Mike Jones: Thanks to everyone that spoke on both sides of issue in regards to the noise ordinance. 
Leigh Hulsey:  Congratulations to the Helena Fire Explorers.
Cris Nelson: Thanks to all Old Town residents, business owners for coming and speaking on the issue tonight. Congratulations to Fire Explorers, and thanks to both police/fire explorers for help with Buck Creek Festival along with all the city crews that helped after the flood and made sure Buck Creek happened. 
17. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Mike Jones at 7:08 P.M.
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