MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 1, 2014
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, December 1, 2014 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
Pastor Tommy Morgan with Grace Christian Church led prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Jones.
Roll Call

Present:


Members:
Mayor Hall, Leigh Hulsey, Cris Nelson, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman 

Absent:


Visitors:
Doug Jones, George Pickle, John Wilder, Jason Powers, Dan Dearing and others (list attached)

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum present and meeting was open for business.

5.
Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)

Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes and Regular Meeting Minutes from November 17, 2014 with a second by Mike Jones.

AYE: 

Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey Mike Jones, and Harold Woodman 

NAY:

None
ABSTAIN:
Leslie Bartlett

Motion carried.

6.
Bills

Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Leigh Hulsey. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman
NAY:
None

Motion carried.

7. 
Report from Mayor Hall


Mayor Hall advised the following: The police department has hired two new officers, Jennifer Swifford (full time replacement) and Amanda Davis (part time); Police Department did a three month study on body cameras and picked out one that works best and each officer will have one at all times; Fire Department had 129 calls for service last month. 
8. 
Senator Cam Ward and Representative April Weaver-Presentation of the State of Alabama Tourism Grant to the Buck Creek Festival
Senator Cam Ward and Representative April Weaver were present and presented the Buck Creek Festival with a $2,500.00 grant. 
9. 
Harry Gamble III and Estate of Thelma Smith-Vacant Lot and 3560 Ruffin Road- Request Rezone from B-4 to B-2-Positive recommendation from P&Z Board November 20, 2014
Harry Gamble was present to answer any questions the council may have. He advised he received approval from Planning and Zoning and this is final step and he does have interest in property once rezoned but hasn’t got a contract at this time. 
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Mike Jones made a motion to approve the vacant lot and 3560 Ruffin Road rezone from B-4 to B-2 with a second by Leigh Hulsey. 

AYE:
 Cris Nelson, Leigh Hulsey, Mike Jones, Leslie Bartlett and Harold Woodman

NAY:
None

Motion carried.

10. 
Youth Cheer Leader Recognition- State Competition 

All Helena youth cheerleaders and coaches were present. All teams placed in state competition. Coach Crystal Jones was recognized for her dedication and hard work being over all the cheerleaders for the past several years. 
11. 
Council Comments 
Mike Jones: Congratulations to all cheerleaders and coaches. 
Harold Woodman: Congratulations to Lura Campbell for being asked to make a quilt for the State of Alabama. 
Leigh Hulsey: Park and Rec updates: Basketball has 9 teams from grades 3-6th, congratulations to the football teams that made playoffs and the 90lb team for coming in 2nd place in their division. 
Cris Nelson: Special thanks to Crystal Jones; Parade this Saturday at 1pm; First Friday in Old Town this Friday between 5:30-8:30pm. 
12. 
Adjourn

There being no further business Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn meeting with a second by Mike Jones at 6:32 P.M.
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