HELENA CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
March 14, 2016
6:00P.M.
The Council of the City of Helena met in a regular scheduled meeting on Monday night, March 14, 2016 in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00PM, regular place and time for holding said meetings.  
1. Council President Cris Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.  

       2.    Leslie Bartlett led prayer.

3 Mike Jones led the pledge of allegiance.

4.  Council Roll Call 
Present: Mayor Mark Hall, Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones 
Absent: 
Visitors: George Pickle, Pete Folmar, John Wilder, Dan Dearing and others (see attached list).  

Council President Cris Nelson declared a quorum and the meeting open for business.  

5.   Minutes approved/corrected from prior meeting(s) 
Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve the pre-council and council minutes from the February 22, 2016 meeting with a second from Mike Jones.  The following votes were cast: 

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: Hal Woodman

Motion carried.  

6.    Bills 
Mike Jones made a motion to approve the bills with the removal of JK Construction as discussed in the work session with a second from Leslie Bartlett.  The following votes were cast: 

AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 

Motion Carried 

7.  Report from Mayor Hall- Thanks and we have had a variety of things going on but the biggest project is the improvements at the High School as the county does not pay for that.  We have been good stewards with the money and we knew that we would have to add to it to bring it to AHSHHA requirements.  The money we get back from tax revenue more than make up for what we are spending and will help entertain donations that we give to the school.  Things 

came up with IT and phone system.  We are going to kick off and ask citizens to kick off a water conservation project this year.  We need to make better efforts to conserve.  This is national effort by the Wyland Foundation.  We had an issue come up and one of our officers made a difference in someone’s life.  Chief Folmar stated that Sgt Hudson was patrolling and saw a black F-150 leave the roadway and into a pasture.  He realized that the driver was missing about half of his arm, Sgt Hudson pulled out his new tourniquet and used it and applied it to his arm and he saved that gentleman’s life.  We want to let the council and mayor know that appreciate it.  Recognize him and congratulations to him.  

8.   Final Plat Approval Riverwoods Sector VIII Phase II, Sector C. 19 Lots-Positive recommendation from Planning and Zoning Meeting 2/18/2016- There being no further discussion Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve Riverwoods Sector VIII, Phase II, Sector C final plat  with a second from Hal Woodman.  The following votes were cast:
AYE:  Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  
9. Proclamation-March Autoimmune Disease Awareness Month- 
 The proclamation was read by Council President There being no further discussion Leslie Bartlett made a motion to approve  the proclamation declaring March Autoimmune Disease awareness month with a second from Leigh Hulsey.  The following votes were cast: 

AYE:  Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  

10.    Mr. Jim Ridgeway-150 Ridgeway Lane-Address the council about Ridgemont Drive Paving. 
Mr. Ridgeway from Ridgemont Drive is here to talk about paving.  He described the owners and the condition of the road.  The road is in bad shape and it need to be paved.  It is .3 miles that needs to be paved. It is a private drive and public access.  We would have to get the proper right of ways.  Cris Nelson stated that there is asphalt but it is in bad shape.  There is a 50 feet right of way requirement. It would take several hundreds of thousands to make it a real road.  There are some cheaper ways to do this and the Mayor is concerned regarding services being able to get down there.  There needs to be a cost estimate.  We can’t legally improve a private road.  Estimates on basic improvement would be something we would need to look at.  Mike Jones asked about how many residents live there and the response was 8 property owners are out there right now.  We need to put this on a work session and let us pursue some estimates and cost analysis and public safety evaluation.  We have an obligation to provide services and we will look at it.  We will get a contractor to give us an estimate on making the road passable.  We will also include any property owners in this discussion as a part of the process.  The council thanked Mr. Ridgeway for coming to the meeting and stated they would be in touch.  


11. Approve/Deny-Mayor request to allot funding for the HHS expansion improvement project to meet AHSAA requirements.  Mayor Hall stated that we have to expand the visitor side at the HHS football stadium by 600 seats and add some ramps and concrete for the Baseball field too.  The project will be the initial part of the improvements that are required to meet the guidelines.  There continued to be discussion regarding the improvement project.  There being no further discussion Mike Jones made a motion to approve an initial investment of $116,000 from the one cent sales tax fund for the HHS expansion project with a second from Hal Woodman.  The following votes were cast:  
AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 

12.   Approve/Deny-Mayor request to allot funding for Field Maintenance Project-There was discussion with regard to a Reel mower that is needed at the High School for field maintenance and that the County would not pay for this as it is part of the athletic field maintenance.  The cost is going to be $15,000 and it would come out of the one cent sales tax fund. Mayor Hall stated that this mower would belong to the city and could be used by the Parks department.  Mike Jones made a recommendation that we put a city sticker on this mower.  There being no further discussion Leigh Hulsey made a motion to approve the allocation of $15,000 from the one cent sales tax fund to purchase the Reel mower with a second from Mike Jones.  The following votes were cast: 
AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  


13.  Immediate consideration for Upgrade of Phone System and backup system- 
There was a motion for immediate consideration made by Leigh Hulsey and a second from Mike Jones.  The following votes were cast: 
AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  
The city telephone and backup system has been a problem when our system goes down and this can pose a significant problem for our emergency services.  Ron Shoe with sip oasis discussed this issue in pre-council along with Fire Chief Wilder.  The cost for the system upgrade and fiber optic cable that needs to be run will be $4200.00.  (See proposal as part of minutes).  There being no further discussion a motion was made by Mike Jones to approve the Mayor to enter into contract with Spectrum Business to approve the funds of $4200 to upgrade the phone system and back up with a second from Leigh Hulsey.  The following votes were cast: 
AYE: Cris Nelson, Leslie Bartlett, Leigh Hulsey, Hal Woodman and Mike Jones
NAY: None 
Motion carried.  

14.  Katie Gentry Soles4Souls  - Katie Gentry was here representing the Freshman Leadership elite along with Allie Fain.  There are 9 different programs and a non-profit organization and soles4souls was the one we chose to help.  She spoke to Mayor Hall he was happy to set up a donation drive here.  There will be a location set up at City Hall and at the Sports Complex.  You can donate any shoes as they are melted down and re-built and sent out to other countries for use.  Thank you so much for your time and attention.  

15. Council Comments
Cris Nelson- Sgt. Hudson we appreciate your actions and quick thinking.  We also appreciate how much both chiefs do to make sure that our first responders will have what they need to do their jobs.  The buck creek festival had an occurrence and our pontoon got damaged.    Airport Marine was contacted and they gave us another pontoon and helped out.  We appreciate that so much.  
Leigh Hulsey –Echo was Cris said.  It was a huge blessing that this was in place to help save this gentleman’s life.  War eagle back at you and that is great what you are doing with soles4souls.  I like to see our youth getting involved in philanthropic events.  
Mike Jones- Coach Parker is here and we appreciate you and all you do for the High School and our youth.  

Leslie Bartlett- Thank you to soles4souls so we can bless someone else with shoes.    The daffodils are blooming and it looks great.  The Beautification Board is getting ready to start on the baskets for Old Town soon.  
 Hal Woodman-Soles4souls is a wonderful project and we appreciate it so much.  We appreciate the Mustache run and the Mayor participating in this great event.  Helena Track won several medals today. Big House Foundation is having an event tonight at the Community Center so go see what they are doing if you get the chance.   
Adjourn 
There being no further business to discuss the date and time for the next meeting was announced and Cris Nelson entertained a motion.  Leigh Hulsey made a motion to adjourn with a second from Hal Woodman.   The meeting was adjourned at 6:43P.M. 
The meeting was attended and minutes taken by Kym Rollan.  

ATTEST: 							SIGNED 

Amanda C. Traywick 						Cris Nelson 
City Clerk 							Council President  



