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HELENA CITY COUNCIL									September 11, 2023
MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 11, 2023

The Council of the City of Helena met in a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday night, September 11, 2023, in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Alice Lobell called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Chris VanCleave led the prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chris Willis.  

Roll Call
Present:	
Members:	Mayor Puckett, Alice Lobell, Chris VanCleave, Chris Willis, and Laura Joseph.
Absent:		
Visitors:	Dan Dearing, Brad Flynn, Chaed Agee, DJ Jones, Bill Miller, Jason Poe, Attorney Brian Hayes, Engineer Blair Perry, and others (list attached)

Council President Alice Lobell declared a quorum present, and meeting was open for business.

5. Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)
[bookmark: _Hlk142987433]Laura Joseph made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes, Regular Meeting Minutes from August 28, 2023, with a second by Chris Willis. 
AYE:      	Alice Lobell, Laura Joseph, Chris Willis, and Chris VanCleave. 
NAY:
Motion Carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72768840]6. Revenue Report: Bill Payment
[bookmark: _Hlk90300478]Chris VanCleave made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Chris Willis. 
AYE:       	Alice Lobell, Laura Joseph, Chris Willis, and Chris VanCleave
NAY:		None
Motion carried.

7. Municipal Operations Report from Mayor J. Brian Puckett: Mayor Puckett requested a moment of silence to recognize 9-11-2001. Also, thanked the Helena Farmers Market as they have wrapped up the season and welcomed new leadership for next year’s season.  

8. Proclamation-Proclaiming September as Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month

9. Approve/Deny: Resolution 09112023-General Fund Budget for FYE2024
[bookmark: _Hlk141192719]Chris VanCleave made a motion to approve Resolution 09112023 with a second by Chris Willis.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

10.  Approve/Deny: Resolution 09112023A-A Resolution Ordaining the Appointment of the Personnel Board Pursuant to the Civil Service Act 
Chris Willis a motion to approve Resolution 09112023A with a second by Laura Joseph.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.


11. Council Comments
Laura Joseph: Advised the Helena Library will be having another book sale Thursday- Saturday and on Wednesday September 20th they will be having a program on summer days summer memories. Also, the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association have donated brochures which are available at the Helena Library. 
Chris VanCleave: “As everyone knows, tomorrow is the Election for the Indian Ford Fire District. As a reminder, this began when Indian Ford’s board and hundreds of residents within the district, asked to be annexed into Helena. After careful analysis by the City and Council we voted to bring the entire district into Helena with open arms. We then began the process of providing the people of Indian Ford the most democratic process available to see if they wanted to annex in, a free and fair election. Some legal maneuvering by a neighboring City, with almost eight times the budget of Helena, almost prevented the voice of the people to be heard, but we have stood tall for the right of people to vote and tomorrow an election will be held. This election will cover as much of Indian Ford as we would be able to annex under Alabama Stautory law. After the election, there will be other options for the areas that were not subject to the election area to annex in if they wish to do so. Helena has demonstrated its commitment to the entire Indian Ford District by entering into an automatic aid agreement for fire protection. Helena remains committed to the people of Indian Ford, has fought for their right to vote, and we sincerely hope that they will vote “yes” tomorrow and be part of our great City.”
Alice Lobell: Thanked all for their work on getting the budget passed and remembered her mother’s birthday.

12. Adjourn
There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 6:16 pm.  

ATTEST:								SIGNED:


Amanda C. Traywick						Alice Lobell  
City Clerk							Council President 
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