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HELENA CITY COUNCIL									September 25, 2023
MINUTES HELENA CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 25, 2023

The Council of the City of Helena met in a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday night, September 25, 2023, in the Helena Municipal Building at 6:00 P.M., regular place and time for holding said meetings.

Council President Alice Lobell called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Chris VanCleave led the prayer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cub Scout Pack 556.  

Roll Call
Present:	
Members:	Mayor Puckett, Alice Lobell, Chris VanCleave, Chris Willis, Harold Woodman, and Laura Joseph.
Absent:		
Visitors:	Dan Dearing, Brad Flynn, Pete Valenti, DJ Jones, Bill Miller, Jason Poe, Attorney Brian Hayes, Engineer Blair Perry, and others (list attached)

Council President Alice Lobell declared a quorum present, and meeting was open for business.

5. Minutes Approved/Corrected from Prior Meeting(s)
[bookmark: _Hlk142987433]Laura Joseph made a motion to approve the Pre-Council minutes, Regular Meeting Minutes from September 11, 2023, with a second by Chris Willis. 
AYE:      	Alice Lobell, Laura Joseph, Chris Willis, and Chris VanCleave. 
NAY:
ABSTAIN: 	Harold Woodman
Motion Carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72768840]6. Revenue Report: Bill Payment
[bookmark: _Hlk90300478]Chris VanCleave made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Chris Willis. 
AYE:       	Alice Lobell, Laura Joseph, Chris Willis, Harold Woodman, and Chris VanCleave
NAY:		None
Motion carried.

7. Municipal Operations Report from Mayor J. Brian Puckett: Mayor Puckett welcomed all new Helena residences that have been annexed in to our city; Congratulations to Chief Valenti on the time you gave and invited all to come Wednesday at 2:30 for his retirement party; Congratulations to Captain Chris Miller on his upcoming appointment as Fire Chief; Congratulations to Firemen Shearon and Mueller for Fireman of the Year and to Corporal Givan for Officer of the Year; Buck Creek Festival is scheduled for October 6-7; HHS Homecoming game is this Friday; Project updates: Lee Springs Park lights are now on; Penhale Park paving lot is complete; Hillsboro Trail Paving is 90% complete; Sports Complex parking lot is in process as they are doing this in sections; Joe Tucker Park Road has been scheduled; Library parking lot is also complete.

8.  Recognize Helena Fire Chief Pete Valenti who will be retiring effective October 1, 2023
Fire Chief Pete Valenti was present and recognized for his 35 plus years of service. 
 
9. Approve/Deny: Resolution 09252023-Appointment of Helena Fire Chief
[bookmark: _Hlk141192719]Chris Willis made a motion to approve Resolution 09252023 with a second by Chris VanCleave
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

10.  Approve/Deny: City Street Paving Project Bid (opened on 09/21/2023 at 11am)

[bookmark: _Hlk146533633]Chris VanCleave a motion to approve City Street Paving Project Bid with a second by Harold Woodman.
[bookmark: _Hlk146533771]Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.


11. First Reading-Ordinance 916-2023A-Joyce Lutz-4899 South Shades Crest Road-Parcel ID 4200224000001.003
[bookmark: _Hlk146533788]Chris Willis made a motion to give Immediate Consideration on Ordinance 916-2023A with a second by Chris VanCleave. 
[bookmark: _Hlk146533825]Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

Chris Willis made a motion to adopt Ordinance 916-2023A with a second by Chris VanCleave.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

12. First Reading-Ordinance 917-2023A-Joyce Lutz- 1201 Hwy 93-Parcel ID 126230000010.000
Chris Willis made a motion to give Immediate Consideration on Ordinance 917-2023A with a second by Harold Woodman.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

Laura Jospeh made a motion to adopt Ordinance 917-2023A with a second by Harold Woodman
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

13. First Reading-Ordinance 918-2023A-Cathy Chiaramonte-9122 Bluff Ridge Road Bessemer, AL 35022-Parcel ID 4200321000002.001
Chris Willis made a motion to give Immediate Consideration on Ordinance 918-2023A with a second by Chris VanCleave.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

Harold Woodman made a motion to adopt Ordinance 918-2023A with a second by Laura Joseph.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

14.Approve/Deny: Georgie Waldrop-1326 Whirlaway Circle –Wildlife Rehabilitation License 
Item removed until after Board of Adjustment meets for variance. Will be placed back on agenda October 23, 2023, if possible. 
Postponed for 60 days pending Board of Adjustments meeting. 

15. Approve/Deny: Helena Diversity & Inclusion Board- Updated Bylaws
Chris VanCleave a motion to approve Helena Diversity and Inclusion Board updated Bylaws with a second by Laura Joseph.
Roll Call Vote: 
AYE:       	Chris Willis, Chris VanCleave, Laura Joseph, Harold Woodman, and Alice Lobell
NAY:		
Motion carried.

16. Council Comments
Harold Woodman: Advised that the Taste of Helena kickoff event is set for tomorrow and look for a puzzle contest coming soon. Congratulations to both Chief Valenti and Chief Miller. 
Laura Joseph: Advised the Helena Library are having several events: Plant swap from 11-1pm on Saturday; Storyteller Norton Dill will be Monday October 2 at 5:45pm in the council chambers and this event is in conjunction with Helena History Preservation Committee; Congratulations to both Chiefs and looking forward to working with Chief Miller. 
Chris Willis: Echo what everyone has said and thank you Chief Valenti for your dedicated service; Congratulations and looking forward to working with you Chief Miller. 
Chris VanCleave: Thank you Chief Valenti for your dedicated years of service and welcome Chief Miller; Indian Ford election had 75 percent margin to vote to come into our city and that speaks volume for all we have to offer, welcome to all the new residences. 
Alice Lobell: Congratulations to both Chiefs; and thank you to Pack 556. 

17. Adjourn
There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 6:24 pm.  

ATTEST:								SIGNED:


Amanda C. Traywick						Alice Lobell  
City Clerk							Council President 
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