Helena Beautification Board
June 15, 2026

The HBB meeting was held on June 15, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the caboose.  The following are the attendance list and the minutes from that meeting.
	Member
	Present
	Absent
	Excused
	Member
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Cathy Hammann– Council Liaison
	X
	
	
	Peggy Holly
	X
	
	

	Rebekah Henderson -Chair
	X
	
	
	Luther Jarmon
	X
	
	

	Stephanie Gray -Vice Chair
	X
	
	
	Thomas Hart
	
	X
	X-Work

	Sandra Rothe - Secretary
	X
	
	
	Ginger Klein
	X
	
	

	Cory Johnson
	X
	
	
	Ron Undem
	X
	
	

	Jennifer Stringfellow
	X
	
	
	Laura Sparks
	
	X
	X-Work

	Christina Levio
	
	X
	X-Work
	
	
	
	

	Stephanie Frederick
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	



1. Call to order.
2. Going forward, we will not be meeting at the sports complex.  The board will meet at City Hall or the Caboose.
3. New members, Ginger Klein and Ron Undem, were introduced.  New member, Laura Sparks, was absent due to work.
4. Minutes approved for the May 4th board meeting.  
5. Stephanie Gray passed out the Bylaws and the list of board members with email addresses. Rebekah went over the Bylaws as noted below.
· Eliminated Treasurer and Historian
· Sandra asked for clarification on the notification procedures for new membership, and Cathy and Rebekah explained the process. 
· The Bylaws were approved by the Board, so Cathy will provide them to the City Attorney for review, then they will go to the City Council for review and approval.  Cathy will have the original ordinance repealed and adopt the new ordinance.
6. The budget was discussed.
· Stephanie Gray received/reviewed the budget
· Problem with finances, the HBB budget is not being credited for the Christmas Festival (vendors).
· Currently we have $1,136.76 left in the budget.  We will receive the new budget October 1st.  We need to determine the costs for the pumpkin house and Christmas festival before the new budget is set.
· Any invoices need to be approved by Stephanie Gray.  She will turn those in for payment.
· The stage costs for the Christmas Festival were $3,800. Cathy noted that we won’t have those costs as we will have the permanent stage.
· Rebekah noted that the vendor list needs to be reviewed to see who paid and who didn’t.
· We could cut costs by ordering fewer pumpkins.
· Cathy priced mulch for the area around the caboose and clock, and she has decided to donate the mulch.  The cost of having the mulch professionally laid is $800. Jason Poe will remove the roses from the pergola area since they are diseased. The Board discussed possible fundraisers.
· The board discussed decorating the area for the July 3rd celebration, especially since it’s the 250th celebration for the US.  Cathy and Rebekah will go shopping for some nice, but less expensive decorations.  Cathy also recommended purchasing the small American flags to put in the hanging flower pots.
7. The Board reviewed the remaining OTL dates.  Cory will be picking up the plants on the morning of the 3rd, and they will need to be returned to Cedar Creek Nursery between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the morning of the 4th.  Cedar Creek will have someone there watering during this time.  Rebekah and Stephanie Gray offered to help if needed.
8. Discussed the plan for meeting with the HOT board for the tree lighting after the July event.  Rebekah will look at getting this scheduled.
9. New Business/Open Forum:
· The board didn’t think the hanging plants were very colorful or doing as well this year.  This could be due to the late frost in April.  The weather for April shows that we had a couple of days near freezing toward the end of April in our area, or possibly not getting enough water.
· We would like to explore different plants for the next planting. We had 22 baskets this year.
·  The rose bushes around the pergola are infected with rose rosette disease and need to all be removed and replaced with different plants. As noted above, Jason Poe will have these removed.  Jennifer suggested spraying paint on the old ones so they will know which ones need to be removed.
· Cathy is donating mulch for the area around the pergola, which will be 3” deep, and will be professionally laid once the roses are removed.
· We will need to replace the dead roses with a different type of flower. Cory noted that we would need to do this in the fall.
· The library needs help with planting flowers in the front on each side of the door. Cathy said a Helena resident has offered to help with the funds needed.  We need to put together a plan for the types of plants and the timing.
· Discussed ideas for decorating the pergola area for the July 3rd celebration.
· Stephanie Frederick has a list of borrowed plants for the Buck Creek Festival.  She will send it to Stephanie Gray.
· Closer to pumpkin time, we may need to readjust decorating since the rose bushes will be removed.
· Rebekah will get with HOT board about the Christmas Festival/tree lighting.
10. The next meeting is on July 6, 2026, at City Hall at 6:00 P.M.   Below is a chart of the remaining meeting dates for the HBB meetings this year.





	Helena Beautification Board
Scheduled Meetings 2026

	February 2nd

	March 2nd

	April 6th

	May 4th 

	June 1st  (Reschedule for 6/15 due to inclement weather)

	July 6th

	August 3rd

	September 7th (Holiday, may need to adjust the meeting date)

	October 5th

	November 2nd

	November 16th (Second meeting for this month to finalize tree lighting)

	December 14th



11. Adjourn.


